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Adding Color to Your Life 

 

Planting Onion Sets: 
 

 

Grow onions from seed or sets (small bulbs). Sets are easiest for beginners and are available at 

our greenhouse store. In mild climates, sets can go in 1-1 ½ inches deep and 1-2 inches apart all 

winter long and through April. Where winters are cold, plant sets in earliest spring. Start pulling 

green onions in 3 weeks or so; any not needed as green onions can grow on for later harvest as 

dry onions when tops wither. Plant seed in early spring in rows 15-18 inches apart. Soil should 

be loose, rich, and well drained. When seedlings are pencil size, thin to 3-4 inches apart, 

transplanting thinnings to extend plantings. Trim back tops of transplants about halfway.  

Already started onion plants are available and Landon’s.  

Onions are shallow rooted and need moisture fairly near the surface. Feed plants, especially early 

in season: the larger and stronger the plants grow, the larger the bulbs they form. Carefully 

eliminate weeds that compete for light, food, and water. When most of the tops have begun to 

yellow and fall over, dig bulbs and let them cure and dry on top of ground for several days. Then 

pull off tops, clean, and store in dark, cool, airy place. 

 

 


